SGL Competition Badanlochs 2014 

This year, like most years, the Badanlochs were the chosen venue for the SGL bank fly fishing competition. The date set was Saturday the 13th of September. The target species, as always, were the plentiful brownies that abound in all 4 lochs. September 2014 will be remembered for some glorious sunny days and competition time was no exception with little or no wind. There was however some harr which came and went as the day wore on. The usual four teams of SGL, Beauly, Dingwall and Loch Achonachie angling clubs assembled at Conon Bridge car park and were off, heading North, at 07:30 sharp.
The journey up was good craic, and apart from picking up 2 more of the SGL team along the route the first stop was at Golspie for the usual bacon rolls and strong coffee. Before we knew it the second stop at Helmsdale was behind us as the bus steadily disappeared into the centre of Sutherland. There was a good turnout of 32 anglers this year and expectations of good bags abounded due to reports of the lochs being at a fairly high level. On arrival at the Badanlochs the reports of the lochs being high were well founded with all of the skerries well covered and water right up to the track. As soon as the bus stopped the usual few fanatics burst out and were soon scattering in every direction. Big Archie Prentice, with his 8 foot stride was seen disappearing into the distance, in the general direction of Loch Rimsdale, dragging poor old Davie MacGregor with him. Ali Hunter tried his usual ploy and was soon wading out to the island that separates the Badanloch with Loch nan Clar. Paul Pacey normally weighs in with a good bag and he elected to go to his usual spot along the north bank of Loch nan Clar. Neil MacRitchie and Derek Williamson headed out in the same direction as big Archie but at a much more relaxed tempo.  I myself decided to give the smaller, Loch an Altan Fhearna a try as there had been reports of some big, 4lb plus trout coming off this loch all summer. To start with there wasn’t even a hint of breeze and it looked as if the day could be difficult for most. In the flat calm conditions, reports abounded that some big fish were seen rolling out in the middle of all of the lochs but all were well out of casting distance. As the day progressed a gentle north easterly breeze picked up and the harr rolled back revealing a glorious blue sky. With the breeze the fishing picked up with trout coming steadily to the fly.
Before long it was time to head back to the bus for the 17:30 weigh in. It soon became apparent that some of the gang had decent bags of trout although there were no reports of any bigger fish this year. When the dust had settled, Paul Pacey of Beauly A.C. easily had the best bag. Paul’s bag was the mainstay of the Beauly total who finished as the top team of 2014.
	Top Rod
	Name
	Team
	Wt lbs
	Trophy

	1st
	Paul Pacey
	Beauly
	7.66
	SGL Claret Jug

	2nd
	Ali Hunter
	LAAC
	4.73
	

	3rd
	Archie Prentice
	Beauly
	4.07
	

	

	Winning Team
	Name
	Wt lbs
	Trophy

	1st
	Beauly A.C.
	22.08
	SGL Cup

	2nd
	Loch Achonachie A.C.
	19.93
	

	3rd
	Dingwall A.C.
	15.58
	

	4th
	SGL
	9.08
	


The biggest trout of the day produced some drama as Paul Pacey and Ian MacPhail has 2 identical trout of 0.61lb. The weigh in then reverted to the second biggest trout where Ian won with a fish of 0.55lb. 

I would like to thank SGL’s customers, MacRitchie haulage, SLT forklifts and Box shop for their continued support and kindness in donating the prizes. Like last year there was plenty of prizes to go around and more than half of the ensemble took at least one prize home.  The SGL competition is of course notorious for the odd leg pull, this year was no exception. Brian Scobie, who had been blowing his trumpet for weeks, really did the business, one trout for 0.24lb. A prat apron and salmon cushion headed in Brian’s direction. Now then, we have an angler who catches good trout in the wilds of Orkney, competes in all of the Loch Achonachie competitions and had the biggest trout in this year’s Shin Open. Step forward Mr Kenny MacKintosh, who had the audacity to weigh in 1 sprat for 0.24lb. Without any further aplomb Kenny was given the dubious honour of the 2014 MASTERBAITER.
After dropping off a dram for Brian Lyle, the Badanlochs head keeper, we were off to Helmsdale for a fish supper which was as usual, superb. Before long we were back at Conon Bridge, some a bit worse for wear, but intact never the less.

Thank you all for coming and making it another memorable day out.
Lewis Ross    

Competitions secretary
