Danfoss Interclub Competition Report 2014
This year the annual inter-club between Loch Achonachie and Jimmy Mutch’s rest of the world, was held on Lochs Veyatie and Cam in west Sutherland. The weather forecast was for a dry sunny June day with a pleasant easterly breeze and for once the forecast was spot on. 

The teams headed out from Conon Bridge at 07:30 sharp and 2 hours later the teams were up and off around the lochs. Some elected to fish Cam but the majority stayed on Veyatie and fish around the end where the river runs in from Cam. As the day wore on the squad started to move further afield to try and find another fish or two before the weigh in. Davie MacGregor had headed straight up the North shore of Veyatie looking for unfished water and was expected to catch a few. I myself stayed on familiar territory around the end of Veyatie and steadily picked up trout throughout the morning but didn’t do so well in the afternoon. As the afternoon wore on, those that went over to Cam came back with very little to show for their efforts and the better bags looked to have come off Veyattie. One consistent factor was that the fish were very small this year with more trout than usual failing to make the mark. In the end it was a proverbial landslide for loch Achonachie with 102 trout opposed to 48 for the rest. I had the heaviest bag, with 26 trout to 8lb 5oz with Davie Macgregor close on my heels with 27 trout to 7lb 13 oz. Best of the rest of the world was big Callum MacRea with 11 trout for 3lb 7oz. I also had the biggest trout which just about made the half pound. Last but not least was the awarding of that dubious honour, the wooden spoon. Derek Williamson was a stand out after weighing in a single trout. Minus the bag, the poor wee thing couldn’t even scrape passed 2oz.
Danfoss Shield : Loch Achonachie A.C.

Biggest Trout :   Lewis Ross.

Top Rod :           Lewis Ross - Achonachie Quaich winner

Wooden Spoon : Derek Williamson.
Skye All Nighter Competition Report 2014

           Last year Loch Achonachie won this competition mostly down to the efforts of our illustrious chairman, Neil MacRitchie. Neil duly qualified again this year and was to be accompanied by our perennial Jonah, Derek Ritchie. 
           The team got off to a disastrous start even before the first cast. Derek left his rod propped against the wing mirror where it was duly blown over by a gust of wind. Sadly the top ring was snapped off leaving him to fish with his spare, poor Derek, strike 1. Readjusted the team were soon of fishing if not catching. Try as they might, all they could catch was the prop when Neil got his line tangled up. Sadly, as Neil was stretching across to free his line he slipped and smashed his new super fandango Diawa, strike 2 for the Jonah. Undeterred the team, with both spare rods on the go they both tried without luck to break their duck. Talking about duck, near the end Neil, for the second time got his line around the prop. This time when freeing his line a big wave hit the back of the boat and Neil was tipped into the loch. Thankfully Neil managed to safely splash back into the boat, strike 3 for the Jonah.  Sadly that was it for this year with our team drawing a blank as did most of the other boats. The winning team were 2 members from the south of Skye who had 3 trout all about ¾lb. No luck this year but no doubt we will be back next year to try again. Thanks again to Portree A.C. for welcoming us over and all of the hospitality over the years.

Lewis Ross

                      Competitions Secretary

Wild Trout Challenge (Loch Shin) Competition Report 2014

     The wild trout challenge is a 2 day competition held on loch Shin. It’s ran by the Lairg angling club and sponsored by Clynlish. Representing Loch Achonachie were Brian Scobie and Davie MacGregor. As usual there were a fair few up from the Lochaber area. Brian was paired with last year’s winner Donnie MacBeth and Davie was paired with Robbie MacLennan from Nairn. 
       Loch Shin is usually low at this time of year but the loch was as low as any of the locals could remember. There were banks of peat off Tirry bay and skerries that hadn’t seen the light of day since the area was flooded for the hydro scheme. At 10:00 sharp the gun was sounded and the teams roared off up the loch. There was a gentle variable light breeze and with some cloud cover the weather gods seemed to be smiling. During the first day boats were seen to be crossing to and fro across the loch which hinted that good trout were hard to find. The weigh in on day one showed that apart from Donnie MacBeth all struggled. Donnie weighed in 11 keepers for 7lb½. The closest to Donnie was Hamish Chisholm with 6 for 4lbs exactly. Brian Scobie supported Donnie for the best boat with 2 for 1lb 12oz.  Biggest fish on day 1 was Simon Spence with a good trout of 1lb 9oz. On day 2 most of the Lochaber squad were sporting ferocious hangovers courtesy of the Nip Inn. The lads needed Donnie to slip up but as they say pigs will fly first. Donnie weighed in with 5 for 2lb 2½oz and easily had the best aggregate with 16 to 9lb 3oz. Brian had another 2 fish for 1lb 8oz and won the best boat with Donnie.  Davie MacGregor had a total of 7 for 4lb 5½oz and Robbie MacLennan, 6 for 3lb 13oz. Robbie had the best trout on day 2 at 1lb 4½oz. Again it was an excellent weekend of trout fishing on Shin and our thanks go to Lairg A.C. for inviting us.
Top Rod : Donnie MacBeth

Best boat : Donnie MacBeth & Brian Scobie

Big Trout : Simon Spence (day 1) Robbie MacLennan (day2).
Ship Open Competition Report 2014

The Shin open is a one day competition where the Shin Cup is the sought after trophy. The fish farm sponsor the competition and generously donate £100 for the top rod and £50 for the biggest fish. If the biggest fish is in the heaviest bag then the biggest fish will be presented to the 2nd heaviest. Davie Macgregor won for the 3rd time last year and he hoped to fly the flag for LAAC again this year. Representing the club were Davie MacGregor and Ian MacPhail, Derek Ritchie and Kenny MacKintosh, Lewis Ross and Barry Whitford. As in the wild trout challenge the loch was at a record low with skerries and peat banks showing in areas that are usually fishable. 

There was a moderate southerly to south easterly breeze to greet the fishers and the odd shower was forecast. At 10:00 there was the usual charge up the loch with a couple of boats streaking away heading for Fiag, MacLeod’s and areas up in the West end of the loch. Any boats that bumped into each other reported plenty of trout but most too small to weigh in. At 18:00 all the boats were back in and rumours abounded that a big trout had been caught by Lairg A.C. member, Robbie McQueen. As it turned out Robbie had a beauty of 6¾lb giving him a bag of 2 for 7lb 4½oz. In second was Brian Martin who had 11 for 5lb 8½oz. Best bag for loch Achonachie was Davie MacGregor with 5 to 3lb 4½oz. At the presentation Robbie was duly presented with the Shin cup and his £100. There was then a nice surprise for Kenny MacKintosh who had the 2nd biggest fish at 1lb 2oz. As Robbie could not claim both prizes Kenny won the £50 for his fish. When all the eating and prize giving was done it was on to the famous Shin Open raffle. Lewis won a bottle of whiskey, Davie won a hamper, Barry, Kenny and Brian won some booze. Other prizes were dished out to a very lucky Loch Achonachie team. In the middle of our group and clutching his tickets with eager anticipation was none other than Derek Ritchie. Eventually the penny dropped, Derek had won nothing yet again. Feeling sorry for Derek he was handed the booby, a rather cheap looking blue ball point pen, by Davie Ross the Lairg chairman. 

                So ended our 2014 Shin competitions, with Brian Scobie best boat for the wild trout challenge and Kenny MacKintosh biggest fish in the Shin Open. The hospitality of the Lairg club is second to none and our sincere thanks go out for all the hard work that goes into the competitions and for inviting us up each year.
Lewis Ross         

                      Competitions Secretary
