Members Only Competition 2014 

It only seemed like yesterday when we were all gathered at Meig car park for the qualifiers back in April. However here we were, on the first Saturday in October, with the whole brownie season almost behind us. The members is as the title suggests for LAAC members only and is traditionally fished on the last Saturday of the season. This year 16 members turned up on a glorious early autumn morning. The weather was forecast cloudy but dry with a gentle south westerly breeze. Surprisingly the forecast was spot on apart from the first couple of hours where the loch was pretty much stuck in a flat calm.

Undeterred by the lack of early wind the 8 pairs roared off at 09:00 sharp looking to find a patch of ripple to get some sort of drift. About half of the boats headed towards the dam, whilst the rest headed up to the top of the loch. During the first couple of hours there appeared to be very little on the go with no obvious pace setters. Somewhere around mid-morning a gentle breeze got up and with it the fishing started to improve. By mid-afternoon Davie MacGregor had half a dozen wild trout and Neil MacRitchie, who was my boat partner, had a couple of good sized stockies. Ian MacPhail had a good stockie as did Brian Scobie. As for tactics, it appeared, which is typical of Meig, that there was no rhyme or reason as to what flies or depth you were fishing at. The formula was that if you were in the right place at the right time you had chances. As it got nearer to the 5 o’clock weigh in rumours were that Davie MacGregor now had 9 wild brownies, Okain McLennan had two good stockies plus a couple of wild trout with the rest of the boats doing ok. One phrase that always springs to mind when fishing Meig is that it’s never over until the fat lady sings. Ian MacPhail and Kenny MacKintosh had 1 good sized trout going into the last hour. They decided to have a last go down at the dam. To cut a long story short, Ian netted another 3 beautiful brownies all roughly between 1½ and 1¾lb. 


At the weigh in, this last dash to the dam wall proved crucial as Ian had the top rod by a clear pound. The biggest trout was, without doubt, the closest witnessed to date. Ian MacPhail, Neil MacRitchie, and Derek Williamson all trundled forward, confident that they had the big fish trophy firmly in their mits. What the scales revealed was that they all had a trout weighing exactly 1.76lb. The scales were checked and they were ok, the fish were re-weighed and then re-weighed and all 3 trout were identical. The big trout then went to the second biggest where Ian beat Neil with a trout of 1.47lb. Bearing in mind that Neil had a second trout of 1.41lbs, it could not have been closer. The full weigh in is detailed on the next page.
Members Only Weigh In
	Boat
	Name
	No Fish
	Total Wt lbs 
	Biggest Fish
	Trophy

	1
	D MacGregor
	9
	5.22
	
	

	
	A Mark
	0
	0
	
	

	2
	A Hunter
	1
	0.5
	
	

	
	D Williamson
	1
	1.76
	1.76
	

	3
	L Ross
	3
	1.47
	
	

	
	N MacRitchie
	2
	3.17
	1.76 / 1.41
	

	4
	D Ritchie
	0
	0
	
	

	
	B Scobie
	2
	1.49
	
	

	5
	O McClennan
	4
	4.65
	
	Best Boat SGL Quaich

	
	S Dowds
	1
	1.65
	
	Best Boat SGL Quaich

	6
	R Ross
	0
	0
	
	

	
	C Ross
	1
	1.52
	
	

	7
	K MacKintosh
	0
	0
	
	

	
	I MacPhail
	4
	6.28
	1.76 / 1.47
	Hydro Quaich / Sports and Model Shop Plaque 

	8
	J Swinton
	0
	0
	
	

	
	B Whitford
	1
	1.49
	
	



Once the boats were dragged in most of us headed back to the Cottage bar for a quick refreshment and a buffet meal. The Hydro Quaich was presented to Ian MacPhail for finishing top rod along with the Sports and Model shop plaque for catching the biggest fish. The SGL quaichs were handed to Okain and Steve for being the best boat. Yet again, I would like to thank Tracy for her hospitality and for setting out such an excellent scoff. Looking back on our competition year I feel that it was one of the best yet. Every competition brings members together and in many cases we get to meet and enjoy the company of fellow fly fishers from other clubs. I would like to take this opportunity to warmly thank all of those that took part in this year’s competitions and hope that you can make it again in season 2015. If anybody fancies a go next year the competitions newsletter will be sent out with your membership.
Many thanks
Lewis Ross    

Competitions secretary
