Badanlochs 2013 (Geordie’s 80th birthday)

Every year, almost for the past 12 years the 2nd bank fishing competition of the season has been held at the Badanlochs in Sutherland.  This year the 4 teams were the usual Loch Achonachie, Dingwall and Beauly angling clubs plus a team from SGL, Muir of Ord. The date was brought forward to spread out the competitions and to get the best of the weather at the start of September. That really worked a treat as the 1st Saturday in September dawned with a cold north easterly wind, grey skies and a persistent drizzle. Despite the weather 29 intrepid anglers got on the bus with Geordie Groat going up with his son Kenny in his van. This made a healthy total of 31.

The journey up was as usual good craic, with Frankie Durdle banging out the corny jokes in rapid fire. The pit stop was at Golspie for various filled rolls of the high cholesterol type with some strong coffee to wash the scoff down. Back on the bus and it was time to cut Geordie’s birthday cake. Pity he was in the van because it was delicious and the squad guzzled the lot, unlucky George. Eventually the bus turned west at Kinbrace and we had arrived at the Badanlochs.  As soon as the lochs were sighted, the reports of them being at a record low were fully confirmed. There were rocky points and sand bars fully exposed that are normally well under water.

Undeterred the usual cavalry charge erupted from the bus as soon as the brakes were put on. Most of the boys elected to go up the North shore to get the wind at their backs. Big Archie Prentice, Paul Pacey and Davie MacGregor went off in the opposite direction and literally darted of up the Loch Choire estate track heading for the furthest out two lochs. Some of the gang followed at a more sedate pace. As usual with the Badanlochs there were plenty of eager trout willing to come to a fly. Some of the trout were keepers but there was just as many that fell just short of the mark and had to be returned. Midway through the day the wind turned to a strong easterly and the skies cleared. With the bright sun and low water the trout soon went off and the afternoon was hard going. As the day wore on the first anglers arrived back at the bus with very little trout but a queer thirst for tins of lager. Neil MacRitchie arrived back at the bus with 10 after fishing Loch an Altan Fhearna (the wee loch) and then moving right out to Loch Rimsdale. Those at the bus felt that Neil had it won but Neil himself was not so sure. He had bumped into Davie MacGregor on Rimsdale and by mid session Davie already had 8 keepers. Callum Macrae had 9 trout and was sure to push Neil close. When Davie Macgregor got back to the bus the top rod was probably his as he has managed to winkle out 19 keepers with nobody reporting anything like that total catch. The team competition however looked to be very much closer. At the weigh in the results were as follows.

	Top Rod
	Name
	Team
	No Trout
	Wt lbs
	Trophy

	1st
	Davie MacGregor
	SGL
	19
	6.98
	SGL Claret Jug

	2nd
	Callum MacRae
	Dingwall
	9
	3.81
	

	3rd
	Neil MacRitchie
	LAAC
	10
	3.37
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Winning Team
	Name
	No Trout
	Wt lbs
	Trophy

	1st
	Dingwal A.C.
	36
	13.73
	SGL Cup

	2nd
	SGL
	31
	12.41
	

	3rd
	Loch Achonachie A.C.
	32
	11.5
	

	4th
	Beauly A.C.
	22
	8.08
	


The biggest trout of the day went to Callum MacRae at exactly 1lb. As Callum was on the winning team he gets the honour of keeping the cup for a year. Thanks to SGL’s customers, MacRitchie haulage, SLT forklifts and Box shop there was plenty of prizes to go around with many of the lads taking home at least some sweets for the kids.  A competition would not be complete without a couple of Mickey taking prizes. With absolutely nothing to show for his day Colin Bonner of SGL was duly awarded the pike cushion. Last but not least was the winner of the well named Master Baiter mug. With only 1 trout for 0.41lb Mr Derek Ritchie was asked to step forward much to the side splitting raptures of the rest of the bus. With the presentations over it was back to the bus for a well earned dram or 2 or 3 or 4 etc. The fish suppers were at Helmsdale and all agreed they were absolutely delicious. There was some difficulty dragging a few out of the pub but that’s pretty normal. Back at Conon Bridge the lads soon dispersed and the SGL competition was over for another year. I would like to say thanks to Brian Lyall for having us once again, La Mirage for the excellent fish suppers and SGL for organising the prizes. Most importantly, thanks to everybody for turning up on a very special day for Geordie Groat, who is, very deservedly an Honouree Life Member of Loch Achonachie A.C.

George had just celebrated his 80th birthday a few days earlier and it was an absolute joy to have him with us that Saturday. George is not your standard 80 year old and he had got wind that I like to fish the wee loch. So, that was his mind made up, 2½ miles out to the wee loch, fish round about it and 2½ miles back. Well done, it would have buckled the legs of some half of his age. Back at the bus the club presented George with a bottle of Malt and a card signed by everybody on the bus. It was the first and probably the only time that George was speechless, we will all keep that one for the memory. Happy Birthday Geordie Groat. 

Lewis Ross    

Competitions secretary
