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Like last winter, the plan was to have 2 sessions at Achagour, Glen of Rothes and Rothiemurchus. The 7th and final session was to be held at Lagg near Lochinver.  Unlike previous winters there were no problems with the weather and all the legs went to as per the schedule.

The 1st leg of the winter league, for both juniors and seniors was at Achagour, with this being the only junior leg. It was good to see some of our juniors out for the day and getting to know some of the senior members. It was a reasonably pleasant day for fishing and the sport was augmented half way through with a stocking of good sized blue trout. Good for those who were still looking to bag up but not so good for those who already had their limit. At the weigh in 3 of the 5 juniors had trout but only Neil Ross had his limit of 2 and this was enough to tip the scales in his favour. The overall Junior Winter League results were.

1st : 2 fish to 2lb 11oz :     Neil Ross.
2nd 1 fish to 2lb 3oz :        Joe Johnstone 
3rd  1 fish to 1lb 6oz :       Ramsey Rait..

Unfortunately Alexander Downie and Innes Donachie failed to catch but it was good to see them out having a go. What was encouraging was to see how accomplished our young members are at casting a fly, it can only be good news for the future of our sport. Neil was duly presented with the junior, winter league trophy, to a round of hearty applause.
                                Okain got his winter league off to a flier with 4 trout to 14lb 4oz which included a biggest trout of 7¾lb. Close on his heels were Ali Hunter and Ian MacPhail who came 2nd and 3rd respectively. The 2nd leg was at Rothiemurchus, outside Aviemore and again we had a mild if not breezy day. Those that stayed to fish the top of the lochs got into trout straight away and those that sprinted to the usual hot spot where the lochs are split struggled. Lewis Ross seemed to be catching for fun with some good trout amongst them. Ali Hunter went off to try his luck at the furthest extent where fly fishing is allowed in the bait loch and his hunch paid off with a couple of trout well over 4lb. This proved decisive with Ali top rod with 4 tout to 14lb exactly, closely followed with Lewis’s 4 trout to 12lb 8oz with Ian MacPhail 3rd. Before we knew it December was upon us but unlike previous winters the weather stayed mild and we were able to get back to Achagour for the 3rd leg. This leg is always crucial as those that are near the top of the league are usually there or thereabout on the final leg. As it turned out the trout had an off day and it was difficult to get much going with only the odd trout being landed here and there. The exception was Okain who seemed to be able to winkle the tout out steadily throughout the day. Ali Hunter found a corner casting into the wind where he bagged out and Lewis Ross bagged out late on. The weigh in showed Okain Mclennan had won the leg with 4 to 7lb 7oz. Lewis Ross was only 3oz behind with Ali Hunter a mere 2oz further back. At the Christmas split Ali Hunter was top of the league followed by Okain and Lewis. The winter league normally has some twists and turns before the final leg but at this stage Okain was looking strong with 2 firsts from 3 legs.

After the Christmas and New Year break the show was back to the road on the second Saturday in January. The next couple of legs were planned to be with Kevin down at Glen of Rothes. After the usual hand shaking, well wishing and not to mention dramming the team were off and fishing.  There is a hot spot near the bottom corner of the big loch and that is where Lewis and Neil found a fair head of fish.  Lewis quickly had his limit and Neil was not too far behind. Okain, who was fishing the wee loch, was also doing well but the rest struggled and only picked up the odd trout here and there. Lewis had 3 trout to 7lb 12oz and was the clear winner. Kevin has a set of very accurate electronic scales and they managed to separate Neil MacRitchie and Okain by 0.1 of an oz in Neil’s favour. How much is in 0.1 of an oz, a frayed fin, a couple of teeth, who knows but the difference was there to measure. This was Lewis’s first win of the winter and put him right in pole position for the last 3 legs. 3 weeks later and it was back at Kevin’s. The winter was still mild and there were no issues with frost or snow. The fish were more scattered but no easier to catch and only half the squad weighed in the limit bag. As the old saying goes every dog has his day and Derek Ritchie was top of the pops with 3 to 7lb 7oz. That man Lewis Ross was close on Derek’s heels with 3 that were only an oz less. Remember these very accurate scales and an ounce was always the difference Okain was 3rd in another very close leg. 
The winter league was now coming near to the final curtain with only 2 legs left. At this stage only Lewis, Ali and Okain could win and all would depend on what happened in the next leg. We were due back at Rothiemurchus but decided to head back to Glen of Rothes as the estate were not due to re-stock until Easter. There was a fair head of trout all over the lochs and the sport was steady. Lewis was doing well and had some good sized trout fishing the far bank in the big loch. Okain was also catching fish but not quite the same size as Lewis. Reports came back that Ian MacPhail, Davie Macgregor and Ali Hunter were also catching well. There was no stopping Lewis and he weighed in 3 toppers to 10lb 12oz. 2nd was Ian and Davie was 3rd. Ali could only manage 4th with Okain well back in 7th. When the dust had settled, for the only 2nd time and not since the inaugural competition, the winter league had been won prior to the final leg. Lewis who had been 2nd in 3 and 1st in 2, of the last 5 sessions could not be caught on 8 points. There was however the biggest fish to have a go at. Okain still had the best fish at 7¾lb, caught away back in the 1st leg but as Lagg holds some big fish expectations were that this could be beaten at the tape. On the 15th of March the squad headed out over west to Sutherland on a wet windy day.  As this is the final leg there is normally a good dram to be had apart for the drivers, unlucky Ali and Davie. Most of the team decided to start off in the bigger bottom loch but Steve Dowds, Neil MacRitchie, Davie MacGregor and Derek Williamson climbed up to the top loch. The wind was howling and after an hour Derek called it a day and went back down. The other 3 pressed on and found good trout, but no big ones. It was the same in the bottom loch with plenty of trout but no biggie’s. In the end the better bags came from the top loch with Steve 1st with 3 to 8lb 12oz, Neil was 2nd with 3 to 8lb 4oz and Okain 3rd with 3 to 8lb exactly. Ali Morrison had a cracking brownie of 3½lb, which is some start to his year getting a trout like that on the 1st day of the brown trout season. When all the points had been counted the winter league panned out as follows:
1st: Lewis Ross

2nd Ali Hunter

3rd Okain McLennan

Biggest trout 7¾lb Okain McLennan

The winter league had, very quickly come to an end and all that was left was to dish out the prizes and trophies. Tom and Olive who are the Lagg proprietors pulled out their barbie and we all had a good scoff of Cockburn’s finest burgers and sausages. Without the highland’s rainbow fisheries we could not hold our league and warmest  thanks and gratitude go out to Stewart and Cindy at Achagour, Kevin at Glen of Rothes, Rothiemurchus estate, whilst not forgetting, Tom and Olive at Lagg. The winter league would not happen without the members turning up all winter making this competition fun and of course making the winter that wee bit shorter, Thanks again boys.
Lewis Ross                    Competition Secretary.
